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		  Apply for a Birth Certificate


		A Birth Certificate is a legal record of a birth that took place in Nova Scotia. The certificate may be used as proof of identity. A Birth Certificate can only be issued for a birth that’s been registered by Vital Statistics.




	

	

		Apply for a Birth Certificate. A Birth Certificate is a legal record of a birth that took place in Nova Scotia.



		

          Certificate formats


Agencies and organizations sometimes require proof of identity. You can get a Short Form Birth Certificate or a Long Form Birth Certificate. A short form includes the child’s information. A long form includes the child’s information and the parents’ information. It’s your responsibility to check with the agency or organization to confirm the certificate format you need.


Gender identity options


Birth Certificates show the sex indicator of the person named on the Birth Certificate. The certificate can show M for male, F for female or X if you don’t identify exclusively as male or female. The person named on the certificate also has the option to not display a sex indicator on the Birth Certificate.


Certificates that show X or that don’t display a sex indicator may not be accepted by all agencies and organizations. It’s your responsibility to check with the agency or organization to confirm what information they accept.


Birth Registration


A Birth Certificate can only be issued for a birth that’s been registered.[bookmark: delay]

      


		
					
				Eligibility

				

          A Birth Certificate is a legal record of a birth that took place in Nova Scotia. To apply for a Birth Certificate, the birth needs to have taken place in Nova Scotia and you need to meet 1 of the following criteria:


	you’re the person named on the certificate
	you’re a parent whose name appears on the child’s Birth Registration
	you’re a lawyer working on behalf of the person named on the certificate
	you’re a lawyer working on behalf of the child’s parents
	you’re an executor or trustee of an estate (proof required)
	you have legal guardianship of the child (copy of guardianship papers required)
	you’re an authorized agent or representative


      

			
		

		

					
				How to apply

				

          	Apply online for the certificate.
	Check the application for details on all required supporting documents.
	If you’re an authorized agent or representative, complete the Consent for Agent or Authorized Person to Apply for a Birth Certificate Form.
	Include payment with your application.
	Submit your completed application, supporting documents and payment.


      

			
		
					
				How long it takes

				

          It should take 4 to 6 weeks to get a Birth Certificate. It can take longer if more information is needed or if your form hasn’t been filled in correctly.

      

			
		
					
				Cost

				
				

          	Activity	Fee
	Short Form Birth Certificate	$33.00
	Long Form Birth Certificate	$39.90


      

				

          See all fees for Vital Statistics certificates, licences and services.

      

			
		
					
				Payment options

				

          Credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Discover), debit card, cheque, money order, cash. Make your cheque or money order payable to the Minister of Finance. Payment options may vary depending on how you apply.


When you pay online you need to pay the fee by credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express, Discover, Visa Debit, Debit Mastercard).
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		Other ways to apply
	

	
			You can use the Birth Certificate Application Form (PDF 109 kB) if you’re unable to apply online. Send your completed application, supporting documents and payment by mail or fax. Or contact Vital Statistics to book an appointment.

			

	

	




			
			Related information

				Authorize an agent or representative (third party): Birth Certificate application
	Register a birth
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	Vital Statistics



      

		

  
	
	

	

			




  


  
    
      
  
  
  

  
  
  

      Was the information on this page helpful?


Let us know about your experience with this content
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